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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

EPIDEMIC OF GUN VIOLENCE 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, the 
epidemic of gun violence is endan-
gering many in our communities both 
large and small. Illegal guns are being 
used at an increasing rate to harm our 
children, our neighbors, and our police 
officers. We must not allow this spiral 
to continue. 

One example of a community heavily 
affected by gun violence is in Pennsyl-
vania, where in 2004 the State led the 
Nation in homicide rates among Afri-
can-American victims. Handguns were 
used in 81 percent of the State’s mur-
ders. In Pennsylvania’s largest city, 
Philadelphia, more than 2,000 people 
were injured by firearms last year 
alone. According to the Philadelphia 
police department, this represents an 
increase of 31 percent in just 3 years. 
Philadelphia saw 406 people murdered 
in 2006, up from 380 in 2005. 

Just a short trip south of Pennsyl-
vania lies another example of the how 
guns are affecting our communities. 
According to the nonprofit organiza-
tion Ceasefire Maryland, a crime is 
committed with an assault rifle every 
48 hours in the State of Maryland. The 
Maryland State Legislature is attempt-
ing to address this horrifying statistic 
by considering a bill backed by Gov-
ernor Martin O’Malley that would ban 
45 different assault weapons statewide. 
This action could serve as an excellent 
example of a legislature taking a com-
monsense approach to reducing gun vi-
olence. Congress and President Bush 
have allowed the Federal assault weap-
ons ban to expire. 

Month after month, we watch these 
tragedies unfold on the news and yet 
Congress has not taken the necessary 
steps to help control these acts of vio-
lence or ease the anxiety that many 
parents and families feel each day as 
their loved ones go to school, church, 
or work. According to the Brady Cen-
ter to Prevent Gun Violence, gun crime 
rose 49.4 percent nationally between 
2004 and 2005. Almost 5.9 million people 
were victims of gun violence between 
1996 and 2005. 

The American people have a right to 
demand that their schools, places of 
worship, and other public places be bet-
ter protected from gun violence. Much 
more can be done to break the cycle of 
gun violence that plagues our commu-
nities. I urge my colleagues to take up 
and pass commonsense legislation that 
will help address this problem. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:30 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 700. An act to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to extend the 

pilot program for alternative water source 
projects. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 700. An act to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to extend the 
pilot program for alternative water source 
projects; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following joint resolution was 
read the second time, and placed on the 
calendar: 

S.J. Res. 9. Joint resolution to revise 
United States policy on Iraq. 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 987. An act to endorse further enlarge-
ment of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) and to facilitate the timely ad-
mission of new members to NATO, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–905. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director, Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Membership in 
a Registered Futures Association’’ (RIN3038– 
AC29) received on March 7, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–906. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director, Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Conflicts of In-
terest in Self-Regulation and Self-Regu-
latory Organizations’’ (RIN3038–AC28) re-
ceived on March 7, 2007; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–907. A communication from the Execu-
tive Director, Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Advertising by 
Commodity Pool Operators, Commodity 
Trading Advisors, and the Principals There-
of’’ (RIN3038–AC35) received on March 7, 2007; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–908. A communication from the Chief of 
the Trade and Commercial Regulations 
Branch, Customs and Border Protection, De-
partment of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Entry of Certain Cement Products 
from Mexico Requiring a Commerce Depart-
ment Import License’’ (RIN1505–AB68) re-
ceived on March 6, 2007; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–909. A communication from the Direc-
tor, National Park Service, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, the report of pro-
posed legislation entitled ‘‘National Park 
Centennial Challenge Fund Act’’; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–910. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, the report of 
proposed legislation entitled ‘‘Nuclear Fuel 

Management and Disposal Act’’; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–911. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans and Operating Permits Program; 
State of Missouri’’ (FRL No. 8284–8) received 
on March 7, 2007; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–912. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans; Iowa; Interstate Transport of 
Pollution’’ (FRL No. 8285–1) received on 
March 7, 2007; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–913. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans; Kansas; Interstate Transport of 
Pollution’’ (FRL No. 8286–3) received on 
March 7, 2007; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–914. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Approval and Promulgation of Implementa-
tion Plans; State of Missouri’’ (FRL No. 8286– 
1) received on March 7, 2007; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–915. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Polymer of 2-Ethyl-2-(Hydroxymethyl)-1 ,3- 
Propanediol, Oxirane, Methyloxirane, 1,2- 
Epoxyalkanes; Tolerance Exemption’’ (FRL 
No. 8116–9) received on March 7, 2007; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–916. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator, Office 
of Policy, Economics and Innovation, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Prothioconazole; Pesticide Tolerance’’ 
(FRL No. 8113–6) received on March 7, 2007; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–917. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Services, 
Office of the Chief Financial Officer, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘State- 
Administered Programs’’ (RIN1890–AA13) re-
ceived on March 7, 2007; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–918. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Employee Benefits Se-
curity Administration, Department of Labor, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Interim Final Rule Relating 
to Time and Order of Issuance of Domestic 
Relations Orders’’ (RIN1210–AB15) received 
on March 7, 2007; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Mr. BIDEN, from the Committee on 

Foreign Relations, without amendment: 
S. 377. A bill to establish a United States- 

Poland parliamentary youth exchange pro-
gram, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 110– 
33). 
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S. 494. A bill to endorse further enlarge-

ment of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) and to facilitate the timely ad-
mission of new members to NATO, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 110–34). 

S. 676. A bill to provide that the Executive 
Director of the Inter-American Development 
Bank or the Alternate Executive Director of 
the Inter-American Development Bank may 
serve on the Board of Directors of the Inter- 
American Foundation (Rept. No. 110–35). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr. 
BENNETT): 

S. 832. A bill to provide for the sale of ap-
proximately 25 acres of public land to the 
Turnabout Ranch, Escalante, Utah, at fair 
market value; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. COLEMAN (for himself and Mr. 
PRYOR): 

S. 833. A bill to make the United States 
competitive in a global economy; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. HATCH: 
S. 834. A bill to require annual testimony 

before Congress by the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, the Financial Account-
ing Standards Board, and the Public Com-
pany Accounting Oversight Board, relating 
to efforts to promote transparency in finan-
cial reporting; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself and 
Mr. CORKER): 

S. 835. A bill to redesignate the Federal 
building located at 167 North Main Street in 
Memphis, Tennessee, as the ‘‘Clifford Davis 
and Odell Horton Federal Building’’; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself, 
Ms. SNOWE, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. 
VOINOVICH): 

S. 836. A bill to amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act to authorize appro-
priations for sewer overflow control grants; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 
S. 837. A bill to develop a generation of 

school leaders who are committed to, and ef-
fective in, increasing student achievement 
and to ensure that all low-income, under-per-
forming schools are led by effective school 
leaders who are well-prepared to foster stu-
dent success; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mrs. 
BOXER, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. CLINTON, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. 
LANDRIEU, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, and Ms. STABENOW): 

S. Res. 102. A resolution supporting the 
goals of ‘‘International Women’s Day’’; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

By Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. 
SNOWE, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
BENNETT, Mr. KERRY, Mr. DEMINT, 
Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mrs. CLINTON, Ms. 

MURKOWSKI, Mr. VITTER, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Mr. COLEMAN): 

S. Res. 103. A resolution commending the 
Kingdom of Lesotho, on the occasion of 
International Women’s Day, for the enact-
ment of a law to improve the status of mar-
ried women and ensure the access of married 
women to property rights; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mrs. HUTCHISON: 
S. Res. 104. A resolution commending the 

national explosives detection canine team 
program for 35 years of service to the safety 
and security of the transportation systems 
within the United States; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. REID (for himself and Ms. 
SNOWE): 

S. Con. Res. 17. A concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Capitol grounds for Live 
Earth Concert; to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Mrs. BOXER): 

S. Con. Res. 18. A concurrent resolution 
honoring the life of Ernest Gallo; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 169 
At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 169, a bill to amend the Na-
tional Trails System Act to clarify 
Federal authority relating to land ac-
quisition from willing sellers for the 
majority of the trails in the System, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 430 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 430, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to enhance the na-
tional defense through empowerment 
of the Chief of the National Guard Bu-
reau and the enhancement of the func-
tions of the National Guard Bureau, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 573 
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 573, a bill to amend the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
and the Public Health Service Act to 
improve the prevention, diagnosis, and 
treatment of heart disease, stroke, and 
other cardiovascular diseases in 
women. 

S. 626 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. BOXER) and the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 626, a 
bill to amend the Public Health Serv-
ice Act to provide for arthritis research 
and public health, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 659 
At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
659, a bill to amend section 1477 of title 
10, United States Code, to provide for 
the payment of the death gratuity with 

respect to members of the Armed 
Forces without a surviving spouse who 
are survived by a minor child. 

S. 725 
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 725, a bill to amend the Nonindige-
nous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and 
Control Act of 1990 to reauthorize and 
improve that Act. 

S. 727 
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 

names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) and the Senator from 
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 727, a bill to 
improve and expand geographic lit-
eracy among kindergarten through 
grade 12 students in the United States 
by improving professional development 
programs for kindergarten through 
grade 12 teachers offered through insti-
tutions of higher education. 

S. 793 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 

names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) and the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. CLINTON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 793, a bill to provide for 
the expansion and improvement of 
traumatic brain injury programs. 

S. 831 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 831, a bill to authorize States and 
local governments to prohibit the in-
vestment of State assets in any com-
pany that has a qualifying business re-
lationship with Sudan. 

S.J. RES. 5 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 5, a joint resolu-
tion proclaiming Casimir Pulaski to be 
an honorary citizen of the United 
States posthumously. 

S. RES. 82 
At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 82, a resolution des-
ignating August 16, 2007 as ‘‘National 
Airborne Day’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 312 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 312 proposed to S. 4, a 
bill to make the United States more se-
cure by implementing unfinished rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission 
to fight the war on terror more effec-
tively, to improve homeland security, 
and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 393 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
OBAMA) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 393 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 4, a bill to make the United 
States more secure by implementing 
unfinished recommendations of the 9/11 
Commission to fight the war on terror 
more effectively, to improve homeland 
security, and for other purposes. 
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